
Situation: 

For non-emergent blood transfusions ONLY, the law requires Providers (physicians, physician assistants, 
midwives, nurse practitioners, and nurse anesthetists) to both inform patient/significant other, or parent and 
provide them with a standardized written summary detailing the following: blood product treatment, potential 
benefits, risks of the procedure, and alternatives. The provision of this education and printed materials must 

be documented in the EHR. 

Background 

On January 1, 1990, the Paul Gann Blood Safety Act became law (Paul Gann Blood Safety Act, H&S § 1645).  As 
described above, this mandate requires Providers to inform patient/significant other, or parent of the risks and 
benefits for blood product transfusions and provide a written summary of those instructions: “A Patient’s Guide 
To Blood Transfusion”. 

English and Spanish brochures (“A Patient’s Guide To Blood Transfusion”) are prepared by the California 
Department of Health Services and are located within the appendices of the latest Blood Administration and 
Transfusion Reaction policy.  Latest versions of “A Patient’s Guide To Blood Transfusion” can be found online 
(https://www.mbc.ca.gov/Publications/Brochures/Blood_Transfusions.aspx ). 

During a recent Joint Commission survey a medical center was cited for non-adherence to the Paul Gann Act as 
evidence by missing documentation within the Electronic Health Record (EHR). 

Assessment 

Variability exists for the consistent application of the Paul Gann Act.   

Recommendation: 

Effective December 3, 2019, SCAL will disseminate a Regional policy (Blood Administration and Transfusion 
Reaction) to all KPSC medical centers.  This policy aligns with the Paul Gann Act and contains procedural 
descriptions and appendices to support the consistent application of the patient education and documentation 
mandates. 

Overview
• Provider obtains informed consent from the patient/significant other, or parent regarding risks, benefits, 

and alternatives to treatment.
• “A Patient’s Guide To Blood Transfusion” (standardized written summary) brochure outlining the treatment, 

potential benefits, risks, and alternatives is provided to the patient/significant other, or parent.
• Delivery of the brochure and education is documented in the EHR.
• The education and delivery of the brochure must be completed by the provider. 

A SmartText in KP HealthConnect (KPHC) is readily available for providers to capture their informed consent 
conversations and delivery of the required brochure (see attached). 

Medical Centers may consider adding these Paul Gann requirements to existing blood transfusion audits to 
monitor compliance with the law and policy.
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